WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 1 . A method of conducting an electronic online auction between a 

2 plurality of potential bidders, comprising the steps of: 

3 (a) receiving a plurality of bids from bidders; 

4 (b) ranking said bids in order of attractiveness; and 

5 (c) for each bid, displaying the rank determined in step (b) to the bidder 

6 who made the bid. 



2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the ranking in step (b) determines 
an ordinal rank for each bid that is displayed to the bidder in step (c). 

■4* l 3. The method of claim 1 , wherein step (b) comprises the step of 

up 2 ranking bids in accordance with the price of the bids. 

M i 4. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of transforming 

2 a bidder comparative bid parameter into a comparative bid parameter for the 

^ 3 originator of the auction. 



5. The method of claim 1 , wherein step (a) comprises the step of 
receiving transformed bid information. 



l-WA/1306774. 1 



20 



1 6. The method of claim 5, wherein step (a) comprises the step of 

2 receiving a bid price in a base currency, wherein said bid price is originally 

3 defined in a local currency of said first bidder. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 , comprising the additional step of 

2 transmitting the rank to the bidder. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 , comprising the additional steps of repeating 

2 steps (b) and (c) as new bids are received. 

1 The method of claim 1 , wherein step (c) comprises the step of 

2 displaying astie rank to the bidder if the ranking in step (b) results in a tie. 

id \ 

1 A computer program product for enabling a processor in a 

2 computer system tot process bidding information in an electronic auction, 

3 amongst a plurality ofcbidders, said computer program product comprising: 

4 a computer usable medium having computer readable program code 

5 means embodied in said\nedium for causing an application program to execute 

6 on the computer system, said computer readable program code means 

7 comprising \ 

8 a computer readable progKam code means for enabling the computer 

9 system to receive a plurality of bidssfrom bidders, rank said bids in order of 

10 attractiveness, and for each bid, display the rank to the bidder who made the bid. 

a \ 

1 t©^ The computer program product of claim 9, further comprising 

2 computer readable program code means fortenabling the computer system to 

3 determine an ordinal rank for each bid that is displayed to the bidder. 
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1 .The computer program product of claim 9, further comprising 

2 computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 

3 rank bids in accordance with the price of the bids. 

1 ^t^L, The computer program product of claim 9, further comprising 

2 computer readable Wogram code means for enabling the computer system to 

3 transform a bidder comparative bid parameter into a comparative bid parameter 

4 for the originator of the auction. 

!<•/ \ 

1 The computer program product of claim 9, further comprising 

2 computer>eadable program code means for enabling the computer system to 

3 receive transformed bid information. 

it \ 

1 K The computer program product of claim 1 3, further comprising 

2 computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 

3 receive a bid price in a base currency, wherein said bid price is originally defined 

4 in a local currency of said first biader. 

1 T5v The computer program product of claim 9, further comprising 

2 computer readable program code mdans for enabling the computer system to 

3 transmit the rank received to the bidder. 

n \ 

1 -46^ The computer program product of claim 9, further comprising 

2 computer readable program code meansuor enabling the computer system to 

3 rank bids in order of attractiveness, and for each bid, display the rank to the 

4 bidder who made the bid as new bids are received. 

1 ~T6A>. The computer program product of claim 9, further comprising 

2 computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 

3 display a tie rank to the bidder if the ranking results in a tie. 
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j A system for processing bidding information in an electronic auction 

p amongst a plurality of bidders, comprising: 

3 means foV receiving a plurality of bids from bidders; 

4 means forVanking said bids in order of attractiveness; and 

5 for each bidl means for displaying the rank to the bidder who made the 

6 bid. \ 

X) \ 

1 -48*> The system of claim 17, wherein said means for ranking bids 

2 includes means for determining an ordinal rank for each bid that is displayed to 

3 the bidder. \ 

V 

1 "t9?«s The system of claim 17, wherein said means for ranking bids 

2 includes means for ranking\in accordance with the price of the bids. 

\ 

1 *2Q N The system of craim 1 7, further comprising means for transforming 

2 a bidder comparative bid parameter into a comparative bid parameter for the 

3 originator of the auction. \ 

& V 

1 s 24^ The system of claim 17, wherein said means for receiving bids 

2 includes means for receiving transformed bid information. 

1 The system of claim 21 , wherein said means for receiving bids 

2 comprises means for receiving a bid price in a base currency, wherein said bid 

3 price is originally defined in a local currency of said first bidder. 

1 *23>. The system of claim 17, further comprising means for transmitting 

2 the rank to the bidder. \ 

1 ^24> The system of claim 17, further comprising means for receiving and 

2 ranking bids as new bids are received. \ 
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T The system of claim 1 7, wherein said means for displaying the rank 

4 comprises means for displaying a tie rank to the bidder if the ranking results in a 

5 tie. \ 

1 h method of conducting an electronic online auction between a 

2 buyer and a plurality of potential sellers, comprising the steps of: 

3 (a) receiving a plurality of bids from sellers; 

4 (b) for eaclV bid, transforming the bid into a buyer comparative bid 

5 parameter; 

6 (c) ranking sard bids in order of attractiveness based up the buyer 

7 comparative^ bid parameter; and 

8 (d) for each bid, displaying the rank determined in step (c) to the seller 

9 who made the\bid. 

1 C 2§. The method \f claim 25, wherein the ranking in step (c) determines 

2 an ordinal rank for each bid\hat is displayed to the seller in step (d). 

32 \ 

1 ^ The method of claim 26, comprising the additional steps of 

2 repeating steps (b), (c) and (d) as new bids are received. 

1 il( The method of clairm27, further comprising the additional step of 

2 rejecting a bid if the bid ranking determined in step (b) results in a tie bid. 

\ 

1 20^ The method of claim 27,\wherein step (d) comprises the step of 

2 displaying a tie rank to the seller if a new bid results in a tie rank. 

1 A system for processing bidoing information in an electronic auction 

2 between a buyer and a plurality of potential^ellers, comprising: 

3 means for receiving a plurality of bids Tbm sellers; 

4 means for transforming each bid into a b\yer comparative bid parameter; 
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jans for ranking said bids in order of attractiveness based up the buyer 
comparative bid parameter; and 
means tor displaying the ranking to the seller who made the bid. 



The system of claim 30, wherein the means for ranking determines 
an ordinal rank for eacKbid. 



^2^ The system of claim 31 , further comprising means for receiving, 
transforming and ranking each h$ as new bids are received. 

*33^ The system of claim 32, further comprising means for rejecting a 
bid if a bid ranking results in a tie bid. 

v 34^ The system of claim 32, further comprising means for displaying a 
tie rank to the seller if a new bid results in a tie 



l-WA/1306774. 1 



25 



